


the Republic, they elected their own officials.
They even lived under the decisions of a student-
run court.

On this day, Thomas Osborne, a Judge from
the local community, had been called in to pre-
side over the Junior Republic Supreme Court. A

talented student athlete had been
restricted from playing football
because he’d broken one of the
Republic laws. The question
before the court was whether to
temporarily lift the injunction

on this player, in order to
strengthen his team.

Both sides presented
arguments, that day. But
the Boy Judge of the
Junior Republic delivered
an argument that pre-
vailed: “Your Honor,” he
said, “In most schools
and colleges, nowadays, a

fellow has to gain a certain
standard of scholarship in
order to be a member of any
athletic team. Now, here at
the Junior Republic, our
standard is citizenship; and

if a fellow can’t keep him-
self out of jail, he has no
business to play on the foot-
ball team.”

Judge Osborne was so
impressed by his experience
with the young citizens of

Junior Republic that he later
wrote he hoped to live to see
the day when every school or
college would raise the stan-
dard of citizenship alongside

that of scholarship.

program was set up much like a miniature com-
munity. Students worked, went to school, and
through participation in student government, had
a meaningful say in the laws by which they

lived. As citizens of

o compete with grace and dignity —
that is a virtue. Yet, sportsmanship is
a virtue unequally shared. We have
only to witness the temper tantrums
of professional athletes on television
to be reminded of that.

Sports build character. Within the
unfolding drama of the athletic contest lies an
opportunity: We may enrich youth with
our most treasured values —
patience, discipline, cooperation,
humility and honesty — or we
may corrupt youth in their
absence. The standard we set for
the privilege of competing in
sports makes all the differ-
ence.

For more than ninety
years, the students of Boys
Republic have employed a
unique process of student
government to establish
their standard. The process
stimulates a rich dialogue
among the agency’s youth,
helping them to understand
both the rules and the roles of
citizenship.

An early account from the
agency’s archives will illus-
trate:

t was early last century.
Students of Junior

Republic, the program from
which grew our present-day
Boys Republic, already flour-
ished under a novel concept:
Troubled teens could effectively
govern themselves if given
appropriate guidance.

The pioneering Republic
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All of Boys Republic’s students partici-
pate in intramural team and individual sports
– everything from swimming to volleyball. In
addition to intramurals, students also have
opportunities to compete in three inter-
scholastic sports: cross country, basketball
and baseball.

These interscholastic programs consis-
tently achieve positive, competitive results,
despite a significant handicap: the Boys
Republic teams begin each season from
scratch.

The average stay, for Boys Republic stu-
dents, is only eight months. Yet, they com-
pete with high schools that build their ath-
letes and teams over a four-year period. Still,
the Boys Republic teams have done very
well.

Here are some 1999-2000 highlights:

Cross Country
� Arrowhead League - 2nd Place
� CIF Division V - 9th Place (highest ever)
� Final Rankings, State of CA - 19th (only

ranking ever - any sport)
� 4 athletes, 1st Team All-Arrowhead

League

Basketball
� Metro League - 1st Place (3rd straight

Metro Title)
� Webb Tournament - Consolation

Champion
� 3 athletes, 1st Team All-Metro League

Baseball
� Metro League - Tied for 2nd Place
� Field of Dreams Tournament - 3rd Place
� 3 athletes, 1st Team All-Metro League



The Combs House was dedicated June 9, 1999
in memory of Carmen W. Combs. Mrs. Combs
joined the Board of Directors in November 1956
and served as an active Director until October 1986.
She continued her involvement with Boys Republic

as Director Emeritus until her death, July 24, 1991.
In addition to generous financial gifts, Mrs.

Combs offered invaluable leadership in program
development and research. She was a driving force
in establishing the Silverlake Residence and in
obtaining funds from the Rosenberg Foundation to
evaluate the program. Her tenacious insistence on a
pure experimental research design resulted in the
courageous publication and distribution of the pro-
gram findings.

“Everybody loved Carmen,” noted Max Scott,
Boys Republic Executive Director. “She was fun
loving, upbeat and positive. As a direct and candid
individual, she demanded excellence, challenging us
to become a better organization.”
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uccess is earned.
This simple truth provides the foun-

dation for many of Boys Republic’s
programs. But nowhere is it more

closely practiced than in the agency’s newly
founded Advanced Independent Living Program.

Many youth in placement – particularly those
without strong family and community ties – are
not prepared for the sudden transition to adult-
hood. They often lack the knowledge or self-

assurance to perform such survival tasks as
applying for a job, leasing an apartment or man-
aging a budget.

The Independent Living Program (ILP) at
Boys Republic provides youth approaching adult-
hood with the skills they need to function on their
own. Through instruction and practical applica-
tion, youth follow a graduated series of real-life
challenges. Each success is an important step
toward acquiring the skills and attitudes to
become self-reliant.

Advanced Program
Most ILP graduates leave Boys Republic to

live with some member of their immediate or

extended family. But a small percentage of gradu-
ates have literally nowhere to go - no family
members, no home, no job prospects and no con-
cerned network of friends. In the absence of any
conventional means for support, these young
adults are particularly at-risk of failure.

A new Advanced Independent Living
Program now operates at Boys Republic to over-
come these problems. The Advanced ILP acts as
an extension of the regular ILP, but is different in
some important respects.

“The Advanced ILP is more like living on
their own,” explains Lori Kezos, Program
Director. “These are older, more mature students.
They’re all required to find employment within
the community and they must complete some
form of vocational training.”

“While expectations and responsibilities are
greater, the Advanced ILP is also more flexible to
accommodate our students’ more demanding
schedules. Some are enrolled part-time in local
colleges, while holding down a job. So, they have
a later curfew and they’re allowed greater discre-
tion over scheduling meals.”

“It’s a longer term program. We expect stu-
dents to stay as long as one-and-a-half years.”

Combs House
In addition to school and jobs, Advanced

ILP students are still expected to manage a
household. They pay rent and utilities (the
funds are returned to them, upon leaving the
program). And they must continue to follow
a budget, shop for groceries and keep the
house in good order.

Currently, the Advanced ILP can enroll
seven students, whose base of operations is
a single-family style residence, located at
Boys Republic’s Chino Hills campus. The
facility, known as the Combs House, was
named after former Board of Directors
member, Carmen W. Combs.

Learning From Mistakes
Success is earned and mistakes can be

costly. If funds are poorly managed and
payments not made, natural consequences
are allowed to occur, just as they would in a
“real world” situation. 

“The advantage of an Independent
Living Program is that it provides the safety
of an instructive environment,” says Lori
Kezos. “Youth quickly learn and recover
from their mistakes, to become self-reliant.”

Acheiving Independence 
With Success

Combs House Named
After Cherished Director

Combs House students match greater independence with higher levels of

responsibility. Their demanding Advanced Independent Living Program

combines hands-on instruction with real-world exercises and experiences.

Students completing the program leave with the skills and attitudes to

function as independent, productive adults.
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News Briefs

A Pig Tale
Managing your pig with poise  while keeping

an eye on the judge  matters far more than how
the pig looks. Boys Republic students won five of
the top seven awards at Los Angeles County Fair’s
Swine Competition, last Fall. In addition to teach-
ing skills in showmanship, the 4-H Club endeavor
helped Boys Republic students acquire an apprecia-
tion for appropriate care and handling of animals.

New Technology Upgrades Printshop
Technology eventually makes its way into

every corner of industry. Boys Republic’s print
shop is no exception. A generous grant from the
H.N. & Frances C. Berger Foundation and gifts
from other contributors were applied toward the
purchase of a computerized platemaker (shown in
foreground, at right). The high tech equipment will
be used to teach print shop students current print-
ing industry methods. Many have graduated to
secure employment as skilled workers in the print-
ing industry.

New Laundry Equipment Acquired
Laundry detail is something of a tradition at

Boys Republic. In fact, the agency’s students have
washed their own clothes and bedding since the
agency’s earliest years. The shear volume of daily
cleaning requires a fully equipped laundry with
industrial-sized washers.

Two new washer/extractors, at right, were
acquired with grant funding from the Ahmanson
Foundation and other private sources. The twin
washers replaced worn-out machinery that had
been salvaged from a de-commissioned World War
II Naval vessel.

The Boys
Republic commu-
nity was shocked
and saddened at the
death of Oscar
Morrison, Jr., on
November 6, 1999.
The Associate
Director was 53
years old and had
been a highly val-
ued employee at
Boys Republic
since 1971.

Agency staff
remember Oscar as
an outstanding
advocate for youth.
“Of the forty years
I’ve been involved
in this kind of

work, Oscar was the best therapist I ever
observed,” said Executive Director, Max
Scott. “He knew how to build positive culture
with students. He treated kids with dignity
and respect, never failing to keep his commit-
ments with them.”

Oscar’s abilities as a negotiator were
unparalleled. As the agency’s second-ranking
administrator, he frequently represented Boys
Republic in the ticklish business of balancing
students’ needs with the requirements of gov-
ernmental regulatory bodies. His solutions
were right for kids, every time.

Oscar was a master practitioner in another
arena: Boys Republic places tremendous
emphasis upon the use of group theory and

technique to guide its efforts with troubled
teens. Oscar had a strong influence over the
establishment and advancement of group ide-
ology at Boys Republic.

Born June 19, 1947 in Tucson, Arizona,
he moved to Pomona Valley with his wife
Patricia, in 1971. Oscar assumed a role as
Supervisor of Boys Republic’s Fowler
Cottage and, in 1976, became the agency’s
Associate Director.

Oscar is survived by his wife Patricia Ann
Morrison of 31 years and his sons Kevin P.
Morrison and Justin T. Morrison.

Boys Republic Loses 
Associate Director
�� Popular employee was outstand-
ing advocate for teenagers and an
accomplished practitioner of group
model.

California Association of
Services for Children

Our Mission
Boys Republic seeks to give adoles-

cent youth with behavioral, educational
and emotional difficulties an opportunity
to achieve their maximum potential for
responsible, self-directed life within the
community.

Boys Republic Report is published
three times yearly by Boys Republic,
3493 Grand Ave., Chino Hills, CA
91709.  (909) 628-1217.

Boys Republic and Girls Republic
are private, non-profit, non-sectarian
agencies helping troubled children aged
13 to 18.  Rules for acceptance and par-
ticipation in these programs are the same
for everyone without regard for race,
color, national origin, age, sex or handi-
cap.

Boys Republic Report 



A memorial contribution to
Boys Republic and Girls
Republic is a meaningful way to
honor a special person, a special
event or the memory of a friend
or loved one.  Your gift will reap
a second benefit as well by con-
tributing directly to the programs
of Boys and Girls Republic.  In
this way, the honor paid the
designee will live on perpetually
in the lives of the deserving
young people you have helped.

The following are memorial
and commemorative contribu-
tions made from July 1, 1999
through December 31, 1999.

Donor/In Memory of:
Arthur J. Harrison/

Captain Baldwin
Mr. & Mrs. Gasper J. Baccarella/

James Baccarella
John Fleming/

Peggy Basil
Louise Laub & George McClellan/

Herbert F. Berg & Zona Bond
Dolores Kane/

John Witmen, Kathryn 
& Earl Brattain

Mr. & Mrs. Raoul Buron/
Theresa Jean Buron 

James L. Cain/
Esther Cain

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin S. Carey/
Francis & Elizabeth Carey

Mr. & Mrs. John A. Valastro/
Patricia Ann Martin 
& Leon Cardone

James P. Niver/
Lyle H. Clark

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Love/
Roy L. Coats

Memorials Honor Special People,
Events, Thru the Lives of Children

Mr. & Mrs. Marc K. Leh/
Carmen Combs

Marjorie Moore/
Edith Cox

Arlette Crandall/
Alan Crandall

Doris L. Lynch & Larry Waugh/
William Daley

Harold Davis/
Robert J. Davis

Allison E. Rust/
David Dement

Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Nelson/
Drew DePauli

Virginia S. Butler/
Drew DePauli

Louise Laub & George McClellan/
Ruth Lucille Dixon 
& Susan Marie McPherson

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crowe/
Ruth Duewer

Richard Nevins/
Katharine T. Dunn

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Eastman/
Pat Eastman

Mr. & Mrs. Burton R. Conner/
Paul Ehret

Hope Elliott/
Keith Elliott

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Baker/
Christine & Dewey English

Malcolm Schmidt/
Edward H. Fickett

Eileen L. Fluhrer/
Gordon Foster

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Shepp/
Gordon Foster

Dr. Christie S. Bibeau/
Freida Lodge Fox

Louise M. Laub/
Al Foxton

Anne R. Nelson/
Gwendolen Gaynor

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. L. Rawn/
James Gessner

Dr. Barbara B. Judy/
Sharon Harris

Robbins Scientific Corp./
Lucy Hauck

Helen Slaven/
Lucy Hauck

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd C. Fay, III/
Harold O. Heinly & 
Carl Donald Krebs

Lilli Hipple/
William Hipple

Mr. & Mrs. Al Cline/
Shirley Hopkins

Dorothy E. Jennings/
Wm. E. Jennings

Lois C. Kelly/
Katie

Mr. & Mrs. James C. Kissman/
Penny Kissman

Eva Nell Laschober/
Joseph Laschober

Mr. & Mrs. Bernerd H. Fry, Jr./
Ross & Marjorie Long

August H. Luhrsen/
Katharine Luhrsen

Judy Kriss/
Terry McQueen

Christian Byrnes/
Steve & Terry McQueen

Dr. Erica T. Goode/
Gwen Neesewright

William W. Russell/
Elmer Nelson

Linda Ortiz/
Michael Ortiz

Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Mode/
Mary Ourique

Mrs. Merrill H. Park/
Arthur Park

Carol Richards/
Clayton L. Parkhill

Mr. & Mrs. H. Ross Hansen/
Clayton L. Parkhill

Mr. & Mrs. Fred White/
Clayton L. Parkhill

Ruby Reed/
Estelle Parton

M. B. Preeman/
Louise Preeman

Louise M. Laub/
Pat Proffitt

Rudolph V. Render/
Mrs. Lester Render

Mr. & Mrs. William McGurty/
Margaret & Barbara Rowe

Mary L. Douglas/
Barbara Sanderson

Mr. & Mrs. Carl J. Schuck/
Mary Ann Schuck

William C. Sene/
Berdell C. Sene

Al Sirignano/
Arlene Sirignano

Bill & Pat Russell/
Grace H. Southwell

Marjorie M. Rees/
William Specht

Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Scott/
Ernie Stockert

Betty H. Williams/
Jo Stephen

Barbara Valastro/
Al Terry

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar T. Quijano-Sur/
Joseph Thrash

Margaret H. Rees/
Christopher Todd

Paula J. Colby/
Kirk & Lempie Townsend

Mr. & Mrs. Art Eggert/
Marie Tuttle

Sally M. Traughber/
Frank Traughber

Mr. & Mrs. Jaime Uriarte/
Tony Uriarte

Mr. & Mrs. Felix Shagin/
Vitiello Family

Dora E. Vangsnes/
Russell Walter

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Williams/
Bill Whalen

Marjorie Fluor/
Beverly Waid

Dorothy Walsh/
James C. Walsh, Jr.

Mrs. Karl E. Weier/
Lt. Com. Karl Weier

Donor/In Honor of:
Dorothy Burke/

John Burke
Virginia B. Sloan/

Cydney & Ken Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Bushey/

Gladys Bushey
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Faria/

Stanley N. Faria
Edward Macdonald/

Carol Henderson
Amber Tannyhill/

Diane Kirkpatrick
Helen E. Klein/

Howard Klein
Shirley Bennett/

Dr. & Mrs. Michael S. Kline
Palmer C. Casey/

Los Solteros
Mrs. Patrick C. O’Brien/

Mr. & Mrs. John O’Brien
Natalie Padgett/

Richard Padgett
Audrey H. Cook/

John B. Phelps
Marjorie N. Boone/

Dona Van Orden
Mr. & Mrs. David H. Johnson/

John Watkins

In Memory of John Babcock
Irv Cuevas
Mr. & Mrs. Mies
Sheila Werner

In Memory of John Barlon
Mrs. Odette Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Howard E. House
Mrs. Anna M. Kroeger
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Hanna
Orange County Auxiliary of
Boys Republic
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Warne

In Memory of Oscar Morrison
Joyce Blouin
Mr. & Mrs. Lynn R. Bosen
Boys Republic School Staff
Mr. & Mrs. Don Bremer
Mr. Danny Bryant
Claremont Chapt Links Inc.
Ethel Morrison Coddie
Kenneth A. Craig
Herman L. Craig, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Duff
Paul A. Ellis
Ettie Lee Youth & Family Services
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Falk
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Fine
Mr. & Mrs. Lars Frederiksen
Marvin R. Freeman
Johnny L. Green
Joyce Hart
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Herndon
Gail Holt
Avinash R. Karnik
Mr. & Mrs. David Kelley
Fred Kemp
John P. Lewis
Liddell Group Home
Gil Losi
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Litton
Mr. & Mrs. Louis M. Mejia
Mr. & Mrs. George Mirzayan
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Morales
Valerie D. Morris
Justin Todd Morrison
Kevin Patrick Morrison
Patricia Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Murillo
Cynthia McCall
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Oliver
Orange County Auxiliary of
Boys Republic
Donna Orta
Pasadena Auxiliary of Boys
Republic
Richard Partida
Sharon Persall
Mr. & Mrs. Max L. Scott
Brother John Crowe, Rancho

San Antonio
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